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acquired that name from her cutting of the lock 
of hair.

%N�9,,,���������7KH�0LQRWDXU��7KHVHXV��DQG�$ULDGQH
When 0LQRV reached &UHWDQ soil he paid 

his dues to -RYH, with the sacrifice of a hundred 
bulls, and hung up his war trophies to adorn the 
palace. The scandal concerning his family 
grew, and the queen’s unnatural adultery was 
evident from the birth of a strange hybrid 
monster. Minos resolved to remove this shame, 
the 0LQRWDXU, from his house, and hide it away 
in a labyrinth with blind passageways. 'DHGDOXV, celebrated for his skill in 
architecture, laid out the design, and confused 
the clues to direction, and led the eye into a 
tortuous maze, by the windings of alternating 
paths. No differently from the way in which the 
watery 0DHDQGHU deludes the sight, flowing 
backwards and forwards in its changeable 
course, through the meadows of 3KU\JLD, 
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facing the running waves advancing to meet it, 
now directing its uncertain waters towards its 
source, now towards the open sea: so Daedalus 
made the endless pathways of the maze, and 
was scarcely able to recover the entrance 
himself: the building was as deceptive as that.
In there, Minos walled up the twin form of bull 
and man, and twice nourished it on $WKHQLDQ
blood, but the third repetition of the nine-year 
tribute by lot, caused the monster’s downfall. 
When, through the help of the virgin princess, $ULDGQH, by rewinding the thread, 7KHVHXV, 
son of $HJHXV, won his way back to the elusive 
threshold, that no one had previously regained, 
he immediately set sail for 'LD, stealing the 
daughter of Minos away with him, then cruelly 
abandoned his companion on that shore. 
Deserted and weeping bitterly, as she was, %DFFKXV-/LEHU brought her help and comfort. 
So that she might shine among the eternal stars, 
he took the crown from her forehead, and set it 
in the sky. It soared through the rarified air, and 
as it soared its jewels changed to bright fires, 
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and took their place, retaining the appearance of 
a crown, as the &RURQD�%RUHDOLV, between the 
kneeling +HUFXOHV and the head of the serpent 
that 2SKLXFKXV holds.%N�9,,,���������'DHGDOXV�DQG�,FDUXV

Meanwhile 'DHGDOXV, hating &UHWH, and 
his long exile, and filled with a desire to stand 
on his native soil, was imprisoned by the 
waves. ‘He may thwart our escape by land or 
sea’ he said ‘but the sky is surely open to us: we 
will go that way: 0LQRV rules everything but he 
does not rule the heavens’. So saying he applied 
his thought to new invention and altered the 
natural order of things. He laid down lines of 
feathers, beginning with the smallest, following 
the shorter with longer ones, so that you might 
think they had grown like that, on a slant. In 
that way, long ago, the rustic pan-pipes were 
graduated, with lengthening reeds. Then he 
fastened them together with thread at the 
middle, and bees’-wax at the base, and, when 
he had arranged them, he flexed each one into a 
gentle curve, so that they imitated real bird’s 


